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PARKES SAYS IT'S TIME FOR FEDERATION

Yesterday, in the northern
New South Wales town of
Tenterfield, Sir Henry Parkes,
the Premier of the colony
of New South Wales, said
that the time was now ripe
for federation.

Sir Henry declared that people
needed to decide whether the
time had come for Australia to
create an Australian Govern-
ment for the continent. This
statement was greeted by
applause from the audience.

He went on to say that Australia
now had a population of three
and a half million, and that the
American people had decided to
unite when their population was
between three and four million.
The numbers were about the
same except that the Americans
had united after a long war which
broke all ties to Britain. Surely
Australians could federate in
peace, he said, without breaking
the ties that held them to Britain,
the mother country.

&
> / do see very clearly that there may come a Ume and that
time not very remote, when the Australian Colores may be broight
more into the position of one great and united people. We should have an outline

of empire, such as we could never hope for as isolated colonies; and our plice
would be admitted in the rank of nations.”— Sir Henry Parkes. Augt 1889,

The audience broke into rousing
cheers at Sir Henry’s statement.

Sir Henry has appealed to the
premiers of each of the colonies

to send representatives to a
conference to discuss federation
and to draw up a plan for a
federal parliament.
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